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What HAPA Means to Our FamiliesWhat HAPA Means to Our Families
“	I’m amazed by HAPA. Whenever someone tells me  
	 they’re thinking about enrolling their children here, I’m  
	 so genuinely happy for them. Growing up, I was a  
	 minority at my school. I always wanted to fit in. I didn’t  
	 want to stand out or acknowledge my culture  or back- 
	 ground. It wasn’t until I was older that I realized how proud I am to be Hmong,  
	 and I wanted my own kids to grow up embracing it. When I was young, my mom 	
	 would spend hours sewing traditional clothing, and I wanted nothing to do with it. 	
	 But my girls are the complete opposite. They love Hmong food, can’t wait to wear 	
	 their Hmong clothes for New Year or HAPA spirit days, and they come home  
	 speaking Hmong phrases and singing Hmong songs. I love seeing how HAPA has  
	 helped them connect so deeply with who they are. I don’t know what we’d do  
	 without this school.”	

Julie Vang  
the mother of two HAPA Primary  

School scholars

	 “	My kids have learned so much at HAPA.  		
                                                        	Even though we are Hmong, my children don’t  
                                                        	speak the language, and aren’t always eager to    
                                                       	 learn it at home. But at HAPA, they’re surrounded 
by Hmong history, culture and language, and they come home sharing what they’ve 
absorbed that day. I love that they’re connecting with their roots in such a natural 
way. Before all my kids got off the waiting list, we tried other schools, but those 
experiences weren’t the best. HAPA has made me feel included, supported, and 
confident that my children are in the right place. ”

Pa Her  
the mother of two HAPA graduates  
and six scholars currently enrolled

“	I love seeing how HAPA has  
	 helped them connect so  
	 deeply with who they are.  
	 I don’t know what we’d  
	 do without this school.” 

“	HAPA has made me feel  
	 included, supported, and  
	 confident that my children  
	 are in the right place.” 

53225 
Our ZIP code: HAPA is located on  

Milwaukee’s northwest side, and has a vast 
majority of scholars who live  

within city limits
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Community PartnershipsCommunity Partnerships
We want to thank our community partners and funders–without them, a lot 
of our programming and unique off erings would NOT be possible.
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Financials: 2024-25 Fiscal YearFinancials: 2024-25 Fiscal Year

Total funds raised in FY25 from gifts–$597,815  
from 35 gifts. Average gift: $17,000. 

Board of Directors–total giving: $17,800. 
. 

Margret Bashirian 
Chief Financial Officer of HAPA Schools 

 and the HAPA Foundation 
  

This is unaudited data; full audited  
statements are available upon request

Federal Grants 

6.5%

School Auxiliary 
Revenue 

.5%

Donor Contributions 

2%
Interest Income 

5%

State Funding 

86%

Revenue: 
$26.5 million
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HAPA is not just a school. It is a living promise to the Hmong  
community, to the city of Milwaukee, and to every scholar  
who dreams of a brighter future. As the past Chair of the HAPA 
School Board and current Chair of the Foundation Board,  
I’m proud to help champion that promise.
	 In 2022, we received the largest gift in HAPA’s history,  
from MacKenzie Scott, one of the world’s most impactful 
philanthropists. Ms. Scott had never visited our school or met 
our scholars, and yet she believed in us. Her trust became  
our turning point, expanding our programs and lifting our entire 
community. Most importantly, it gave us permission to dream 
bigger—to prepare boldly for our 25th year and to consider 
how we can better serve our youngest learners.
	 This year’s Impact Report is more than a reflection on  
milestones. It’s a call to action. Ms. Scott’s generosity showed 
us what’s possible when trust-based philanthropy meets vision. 
Imagine what we can achieve when our own community rallies 
behind us. We can close gaps, open doors of opportunity, 
and transform lives—not someday, but today. Thank you to 
MacKenzie Scott and Yield Giving for helping to underwrite the 
HAPA Foundation’s efforts to “yield more” in support of our 
extraordinary scholars. And thank you, Milwaukee, for walking 
with us “Forever Forward.” Finally, we’re deeply grateful for  
the incredible support we’ve received from so many of you— 
our partners and friends—whose belief in HAPA’s mission  
continues to make this work possible.

A Message from Jason Handal,  A Message from Jason Handal,  
President of the HAPA  President of the HAPA  
Foundation Board of DirectorsFoundation Board of Directors

Jason Handal, Board President  
– Northwestern Mutual 

HAPA Foundation Board

Dan Gentges, Board Vice President 
– J.F. Brennan Company  

Sarah Urban, Treasurer  
– She Carries It  

Dr. Chris Her-Xiong, Secretary 
–  Hmong American Peace Academy  

Sarah Zimmerman  
– Community Member 

Investing in HAPA’s FutureInvesting in HAPA’s Future 
The HAPA Foundation, Inc. is the official not-for-profit fundraising arm of the 
Hmong American Peace Academy. The Foundation’s mission is to enrich the  
experience of HAPA scholars, families, and staff; nurture a culture of academic 
excellence; celebrate Hmong heritage; and underwrite skills for lifelong success 
through community engagement, ambassadorship and fundraising.

Funded HAPA Projects Include: 
● 	 On-campus museum (now in construction!): Bader Philanthropies 

● 	 Dual enrollment program and Summer Teacher Grants: 		
	 Northwestern Mutual 

● 	 Campaign planning studies and Forward Scholars literacy  
	 program: City Forward Collective 

● 	 Dual enrollment funding: American Family Insurance Foundation 

● 	 Primary School Playground: Bradley Foundation

Patrick Tevlin  
– HAPA, ex officio
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The HAPA Foundation’s Report on GivingThe HAPA Foundation’s Report on Giving 
Our impact is only possible because of you—the donors, funders, and partners  
who believe in HAPA’s scholars and our shared vision for the future. Thank you  
for investing in our community and helping HAPA scholars move Forever Forward.
The report on gifts below reflects the total since HAPA was founded in 2004.

$3 million+
Yield Giving–MacKenzie Scott 

$500,000+
Herb Kohl Philanthropies 

$300,000+
American Family Insurance  
	 Dreams Foundation
Northwestern Mutual Foundation 

$200,000+
Bradley (Lynde and Harry) Foundation, Inc. 

$100,000+
Bader Philanthropies
City Forward Collective 

$50,000+
Forest County Potawatomi Foundation
ROS Foundation
WE Energies Foundation 

$25,000+
Actuant Community Impact Fund– 
	 Greater Milwaukee Foundation
Arzbaecher Family Foundation  
Bradley Impact Fund
Greater Milwaukee Foundation 
OCA Wisconsin Chapter –  
	 in scholarships to HAPA graduates
The Robert D. and Patricia E. Kern  
	 Family Foundation, Inc.
Wisconsin Energy Foundation
Zilber Family Foundation 
 
 

$10,000+
Astor Street Foundation, Inc.
Austin Ramirez
Charles Lewis
Drew Kanyer
HUSCO International
Robin and Jason Handal
PAVE
Priyanka and Brad Kramer
Sarah and Steve Zimmerman
VJS Construction Services, Inc. 

$5,000+
A.O. Smith Foundation, Inc.
BMO Harris Capital Markets
Gustav and Gladys Kindt Foundation
Mary and Ted Kellner
Miana Lee
Mike and Sue Heyer
Peter Hitler
PNC Foundation
Shela and Bill Westrate 

$2,500+
Bach Copy Systems Inc.
Continuum Architects & Planners
David Smith
First Wisconsin
Froedtert Thedacare Health
Husch Blackwell, LLP 
Jennifer Shipman and Barney H. Moore, 	
	 Paramount Financial Partners, LLC
John P. Tamisiea/McDermott,  
	 Will and Emery Charitable Foundation
Outsource America, Inc.  
	 c/o Leaddog Marketing Group, Inc.
Penny and Daniel Gentges
Roberta Marsells
Robert Fisher

Robert W. Baird and Co., Inc.
Sarah Urban
Southeast Asian Educational Development 	
	 of WI, Inc.
Town Bank Wintrust
Virginia and Samuel Saffro– 
	 Donor 	Advised Fund of the Jewish  
	 Community Foundation
Walmart store No. 3496
Wisconsin FIRST Robotics 

$2,000+
Chris Her-Xiong and Nha Bee Xiong
Daniel Jackson
Landmark Credit Union
Maureen McNally
Tim Eckstein
Vicki and John Kalman 
 
$1,000+
Andrea M. Robertson
Bass & Moglowsky, S.C. Attorney At Law
Brightspark Travel, Inc. 
Brooke and Patrick Tevlin
Calvin McIntyre
Christine M. and Andrew G. Lampereur
Dee Dee Pellegrin
Engaging Girls in Stem Initiative (EgGS)
Gina Spang
Joe Pfaff
Kiwanis Club
Park Bank Foundation
PPG Industries Foundation
RBC Wealth Management
Rexnord
Sally and David Smith
Teresa Esser and Pehr C. Anderson
Thomas Hunter
Walmart–stores 2452, 2936, 3030 and 6394 
WTMJ-TV 
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$500+
C.G. Schmidt, Inc.
Diane and Ed Zore
Educators Credit Union
Gregg Heller
Housing Authority  
	 of the City of Milwaukee
Jared Lor
Jeffrey Hirner
Kris and James Rappe
Milwaukee School of Engineering
Matthew Spencer
Robert Chernow
Scott Haag
Spectrum Nonprofit Services LLC 

$100+
Abigail Beneke
Alan Barker
Albert Chen
Allison Williams
Allotta Family Foundation
Alyssa Gambucci
Andrea and Sean Roberts
Andrew O’Connor
Andy Black
Angela Stemo
Ann and Donald Patnode
Amy Sheng Xiong
Barbara A. and Paul J. Tracey
Barbara Goldberg
Barbara Stein
Barb O’Neil
Bonita and Thomas Gruennert
Brenda Skelton-Bendtsen
Brittany Kulka
Cara Liuzzi
Carl Papp
Carol A. and William C. Murphy
Charles V. Vang Insurance Agency
Chia Youvee Vang
Christine and Mick Steiner
Colleen Counihan
Colleen Ryan
Corey Quinnell
Corrine Kroeker
Creative Results-  
	 WY Real Estate Team

Daisy Cubias
Daniel McKinley
Danny Brassem
Dan Zempel
Darryl Bailey
David Marcello
David Schedgick
David Smith
David Wiers
Dawn M. Davis
Debbie and Perry Huyck
Deborah Van Dyke
Donna R. Recht and Robert F. Newby
Elizabeth and Brendan Kearney
Ellen Rickum
Emily Meyer
Enterforce
Greta H. and John F. Collopy
Gwen Vander Heyden
Hmong Town Market LLC
Houa Xiong
Jacqueline and Edward C. Dunn
Jacqueline Nguyen  
	 and Christopher Lawson
James Volpe
Janet and Brian Henning
Jeffrey Tredo
Jessica Morris
John Dovi
John R. Wegner
Joseph M. Wright
Kao H. Lee and John S. Lee
Kara Doerr
Kathleen and Richard Todd
Kathryn Carroll
Kay and Philip L. Skogland
Kham Nguyen
Kim Wengler
Kou and Thai Vang
Laura Volpe
Linda C. Huang
Linda Moua
Lindsay Anderson
Lisa Attonito
Lynne and Michael Kwiatkowski
Mai Lao and Nkachee Thao
Margaret Stratton

Mary H. and Charles J. Mundt
Mayhoua and Zongcheng Moua/Moua 	
	 Consulting Group, LLC
May See Yang
Michael Esser
Michael J. Phillips
Milwaukee Tennis Classic Inc.
Molly and Billy Xiong
Murray Friedman
Nicholas Sprague
Paige Essenberg
Pang Fua Herr
Pang Yang Her
Poyee and Thai Xiong
Ramona M. and Paul J. Petry
Richard Palmer
Richard Vander Hart
Rita Hoffman
Robert H. Lochner
Rose Spang
Ryne Hagerty
Samuel E. Sims
Sandy and Chou Yang
Schwab Charitable
Sonal and Grish D. Shah
Song and Kou Her
Susan Ristow
Timothy Dolan
Thomas Jordan
Thomas Prokop
Tracy Casanova
Tracy J. Rothman
Tracy and Terry Eastburn
Wheaton Franciscan Healthcare
Yeng Yang and Lee Xiong
Zach Blair
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GIVE TODAY
4601 North 84th Street
Milwaukee, WI 53225
myhapa.org
414-800-1797

To learn more or 
to visit the school 
contact:
Patrick Tevlin
Executive Director of Development 
HAPA Foundation
tevlin.patrick@myhapa.org
414-800-1797 ext. 2321

Writing: Michelle Ganley (HAPA)  Design: James Pitroski (Catchafi re) 


